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School leaders target 'sexting' 
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Published: Monday, July 13, 2009 at 1:00 a.m.  
Last Modified: Monday, July 13, 2009 at 12:38 a.m.  

Oftentimes it is meant to be a private moment -- when a young boyfriend and girlfriend share an explicit photo via cell phone. 

But trouble arises when the relationship fizzles and suddenly the explicit picture is being shared with classmates or even posted on the Internet. 

Welcome to the world of "sexting," the latest technological challenge facing school administrators, including those in Sarasota and Manatee counties. 

As many as 1 in 5 teenagers say they have sent revealing pictures on their cell phones, according to recent studies. 

What may sound like a teenage prank can have serious consequences. An Ohio teenager hung herself after nude photos of her were sent to other girls at 
her high school. Students in several states, including Florida, have faced charges of possessing child pornography, with some being registered as sexual 
offenders after sharing photos online or via cell phone. 

Now, the Manatee County School District is following Sarasota in cracking down on the practice. 

Manatee school officials have drafted new rules banning the practice and warning that students sending explicit pictures may be committing a felony. 

"We want to bring it to their attention that they could be expelled from school; they could also be charged with possessing child pornography," said 
School Board Attorney John Bowen. 

But it is not only students that could end up in legal trouble. 

School administrators that confiscate cell phones with explicit pictures of minors could get in trouble if they fail to report incidents to child protection 
agencies, Bowen said. 

"If they don't call the hot line they could be in trouble, or if they show it around the office," he said. "Once you see the one picture, turn it over to law 
enforcement." 

But school officials and parents face an uphill battle to curb the practice. 

One in five teenagers said they had sent nude photographs or videos of themselves, according to a recent study by the National Campaign to Prevent 
Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy. 

A third of those surveyed said they had received explicit pictures from others. 

"It's happening far more often than parents and law enforcement understand," said Parry Aftab, an Internet privacy and security lawyer at Wired Safety, 
a national nonprofit that advises parents on technology. 

Aftab said that many girls send revealing photos of themselves to please boyfriends. Boys typically send photos of themselves as a joke or to flirt, she 
said. 

But almost always they are unaware of the possible consequences, she said. 

"The moment they take these pictures, they've lost control and they never know where it's going to go," Aftab said. "You could be charged as a 
registered sex offender even though you're the one in the picture." 

Even if explicit pictures are not discovered by authorities, they can resurface years or even decades later, warned Corinne Gregory, founder of 
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SocialSmarts, a national public and private school program that teaches children good behavior. 

"Pictures posted on the Internet may be 'discovered' by a future employer, spouse or other individual," she said in an e-mail. "You just never know 
when this stuff may surface or whom it may end up hurting." 

The Manatee County School Board will consider the new rules at its meeting tonight. 

 
This story appeared in print on page BN1  

All rights reserved. This copyrighted material may not be re-published without permission. Links are encouraged.  

�    
�    
�    
� Enlarge Text  
� Email  
� Print  
� Comments  
� Share 

�   
�   
�   
�    

� WITH PHOTO  
� NO PHOTO  
� FACEBOOK  
�    
� YAHOO  
� NEWSVINE  
� DEL.ICIO.US  

 

Add a Comment 

Post a comment | View all comments on this topic.  

Featured Business Listings 

� Restaurants  
� Cars  
� Realtors  
� Doctors  
� Hotels  
� Browse all  

 

��������	

�����
 ����


 	� �� �	� ��� �
 ����

� 	� �

����������	����
��	�

�������	�
�	���	�
�

��
��������������
��

������������
����	�

�����	����
������� !�����

��
���������	����

����	�������

��
��	���"����� �#"��

$�� �����%�	�������&�'�

%�(��)�	*�	�������

+,-��
����.	��/�
��0�
�

�
������
��������
�

�������	�

�1��2�/�	�#�#��*�	�

�345�
���"�����

6� �#���������*����0��

���������6� 7��
��0�)
�	�#�#��0�
�

)����7�8�"���

Yahoo! Buzz

Page 3 of 6School leaders target 'sexting' | HeraldTribune.com | Sarasota Florida | Southwest Florida'...

7/13/2009http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20090713/ARTICLE/907131052



Events Calendar More Events  Submit Event  

� 13 Mon  
� 14 Tue  
� 15 Wed  
� 16 Thu  
� 17 Fri  
� Sponsored by:  

   

� Most Read  
� Most Emailed  
� Most Recent  

� Lenders' latest foreclosure strategy: waiting  
� Pregnant Manatee woman killed in break-in  
� School leaders target 'sexting'  
� Sarasota shooting investigated  
� Species under siege: sea turtles and fishermen  
� Lovebugs on holiday, but rain could ruin it  
� Child trackers falsified reports  
� Sarasota news briefs  
� Getting hitched on a shoestring  
� City's cigar industry nearly extinguished  

� A dive to help the reefs includes a rock star  
� A difficult time in housing for the elderly  
� Fourth-place finish at a Florida pageant  
� School leaders target 'sexting'  
� For Goldman, a Swift Return to Lofty Profits  

� Coast Guard rescues 3 boaters off Florida Keys  
� SNN: Morning Weather  
� For Goldman, a Swift Return to Lofty Profits  
� Fuse of Fear, Lit in China, Has Victims on 2 Sides  
� With a Little ‘True Blood,’ HBO Is Reviving Its Fortunes  
� Obama Faces a New Push to Look Back  
� Health Care Negotiator With Instinct for the Deal  
� When a Blogger Voices Approval, a Sponsor May Be Lurking  
� G.O.P. Senators Are Set to Question Judge’s Impartiality  
� Tamils Now Languish in Sri Lanka Camps  

 


 � �	��	� 	� ���� � 	����� ��	

Top Jobs 

DENTAL RECEPTIONIST NEEDED. For 
more information please ... 
PERSONAL ASSISTANT Person w/Quick-
books & comp. exp. & ... 
AC TECHNICIAN Experience  
required. DFWP. Please ca ... 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES AIDE 
Full Time. 
Haven' ... 
LAWN & ORNAMENTAL Pest Control 

Page 4 of 6School leaders target 'sexting' | HeraldTribune.com | Sarasota Florida | Southwest Florida'...

7/13/2009http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20090713/ARTICLE/907131052



� Contact Us  
� About Us  
� Advertising  
� Subscribe  
� Work for Us  
� Help  
� Privacy Policy  
� Corrections  
� RSS  
� Terms of Service  
� Photo Reprints  
� Site Map  

Copyright © 2009 HeraldTribune.com — All rights reserved. Restricted use only.  

Operator. Must have 
curr ... 
MECHANIC with 
heavy equipment and 
welding experience. F ... 
GENERAL CLERK 
Accounting 
Administrator 
support. ... 
Automotive Sales 
Representative 
Due to increased vol ... 
SALES B2B 
Nationwide from SRQ 
displays To nonprofits 
16 ... 

NEWS 

� Politics  

� Crime  

� Business Weekly  

� Florida  

� Topics  

� Weather  

� Columnists  

� Archives  

� More News  

� Newspapers in 

Education  

� News Archive  

MULTIMEDIA 

� Photos  

� Blogs  

� Podcasts  

� Video  

� Magazines  

� Forums  

� Spotted  

� Searchasota  

� IBISEYE  

SPORTS 

� Bucs  

� Rays  

� Gators  

� Seminoles  

� Bulls  

� High school  

� Golf  

� Basketball  

� More Sports  

ENTERTAINMENT 

� Restaurants  

� Movies  

� Music  

� Arts  

� TV  

� Books  

� Puzzles  

� Food & Wine  

� Entertainment  

� Comics  

LIVING 

� YourSarasota.com  

� Clubs  

� Health + Fitness  

� Play  

� Green living  

� Pets  

� Obituaries  

� News Obits  

� Calendar  

� Do Good  

� More Living  

REAL ESTATE 

� For sale  

� New construction  

� Open homes  

� Rentals  

� Commercial  

� Agent directory  

� More Real Estate  

CLASSIFIEDS 

� Autos  

� Jobs  

� Homes  

� Personals  

� Legals  

� Place an ad  

� Browse classifieds  

� Newspaper ads  

� Business finder  

� More Classifieds  

� Service Directory  

� Local 

Businesses  

Page 5 of 6School leaders target 'sexting' | HeraldTribune.com | Sarasota Florida | Southwest Florida'...

7/13/2009http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20090713/ARTICLE/907131052



 

Page 6 of 6School leaders target 'sexting' | HeraldTribune.com | Sarasota Florida | Southwest Florida'...

7/13/2009http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20090713/ARTICLE/907131052


